

Town of Estancia
Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees
Monday, August 16, 2021 Immediately following the Public Hearing
Municipal Building, 513 Williams Avenue, Estancia, NM 87016

Minutes

Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance
The meeting was called to order at 7:02pm and Roll Call was taken:

Trustee Lovato – Present 
Trustee Sedillo – Present 
Trustee Chavez – Present 
Trustee Hall – Present 
Mayor Dial – Present 

1.0 Approval/Disapproval of Agenda – Action Item
ACTION TAKEN: Trustee Lovato made a motion to approve the August 16, 2021 agenda as written. Trustee Sedillo seconded the motion. All in favor. MOTION CARRIED 

2.0 [bookmark: _Hlk67992693]Discussion/Approval of the July 26, 2021 Special Meeting Minutes – Action Item
ACTION TAKEN:  Trustee Lovato made a motion to approve the July 26, 2021 Special Meeting minutes as written. Trustee Hall seconded the motion. All in favor. MOTION CARRIED 

3.0 Discussion/Approval of the August 2, 2021 Regular Meeting Minutes – Action Item
ACTION TAKEN: Trustee Hall made a motion to approve the August 2, 2021 Regular Meeting minutes as written. Trustee Sedillo seconded the motion. Three in favor, Trustee Chavez recused herself as she was not in attendance at the August 2, 2021 meeting. MOTION CARRIED 

4.0 Discussion/Approval of the August 16, 2021 Bill List – Action Item 
ACTION TAKEN: Trustee Lovato made a motion to approve the August 16, 2021 Bill List. Trustee Chavez seconded the motion. All in favor. MOTION CARRIED 

No Public Comment. 


New Business

5.0 Approval of Resolution 2021-21 Adopting the ICIP for FY2023-2027- Action Item Roll Call Vote
ACTION TAKEN: Trustee Hall made a motion to TABLE THIS ITEM. Trustee Lovato seconded the motion. All in favor. ITEM TABLED 

6.0 Discussion/Possible Action of Cannabis Ordinance- Possible Action Item
ACTION TAKEN: Trustee Lovato made a motion to TABLE THIS ITEM. Trustee Hall seconded the motion. ITEM TABLED 
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7.0 Discussion/Approval of Resolution 2021-25 Supporting Torrance County’s Support of the Estancia School Board- Action Item Roll Call Vote  
Mayor Dial explained Resolution 2021-25 to the Board. In summary, Mayor Dial said that the Torrance County Commission had passed Resolution 2021-33 Supporting the Torrance County Municipal SchoOl District Boards of Education Local Control and Authority to Make Decisions in the Best Interest Of Students, Staff, and Parents attached below: 
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He presented Town of Estancia Resolution 2021- 25 - A Resolution in Support of the Torrance County Board of County Commissioners Resolution 2021-33, attached below: 

TOWN OF ESTANCIA 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
RESOLUTION NO. R 2021-25____

[bookmark: _Hlk81215689]A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT THE TORRANCE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS’ RESOLUTION R2021-33 SUPPORTING THE MUNICIPAL SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARDS OF EDUCATION LOCAL CONTROL AND AUTHORITY TO MAKE DECISIONS IN THE BEST INTEREST OF STUDENTS, STAFF, AND PARENTS 	

	WHEREAS, our community and nation’s future depends on investing in and student access to high-quality primary and secondary education systems that prepare students for college, vocational school, careers, and lifelong learning; and 
	WHEREAS, the Torrance County municipal school district boards of education (“school boards”), of which the Estancia School District Board is one, are local school boards established and operating in accordance with the New Mexico Public School Code, NMSA 1978, Section 22-5-1 et seq.; and 
	WHEREAS, the Public School Code in NMSA 1978, Section 22-5-4, grants the Torrance County municipal school boards certain powers and duties which include developing educational policies for school districts, overseeing budgeting and procurement, and adopting rules pertaining to the administration of all powers and duties of the Torrance County municipal school boards; and  
	WHEREAS, the Public School Code in NMSA 1978, Section 22-5-4.3, grants the Torrance County municipal school boards the power to establish student discipline policies governing areas of student and school activity, detailing specific prohibited acts and activities, and enumerating possible disciplinary sanctions, and that the development of these policies requires the involvement of parents, school personnel, and students; and 
	WHEREAS, the New Mexico Administrative Code at 6.12.2.10(D), further requires the Torrance County municipal school boards to involve parents, staff, and students in the development of policies and the review of instructional materials; and 
	WHEREAS, Torrance County municipal school boards are elected by their communities and are often the most in tune to the community and students’ individual educational, health, and safety needs; and 
	WHEREAS, specific decisions about operations, programs, how to meet goals, and how to address specific public safety measures should be left to the Torrance County municipal school boards; and 
WHEREAS, the Constitution of the State of New Mexico in Article XII, Section 14, provides that the duly-elected members of Torrance County municipal school boards may be recalled only by the voters of the school district from which those Torrance County municipal school board members are elected; and,
WHEREAS, the Constitution of the State of New Mexico in Article XII, Section 14, further provides that a recall election may occur only if first the petition for a recall election cites grounds of malfeasance or misfeasance in office or violation of the oath of office and is signed by registered voters not less in number than thirty-three and one-third percent (33 1/3%) of those who voted for the office at the last preceding election at which the office was voted upon; and 
WHEREAS,  dictates by the New Mexico Public Education Department to Torrance County municipal school boards threatening punitive actions such as adverse licensure decisions against school district personnel, suspension of Torrance County municipal school board governance, and other enforcement measures, and regarding operations and policy decisions without legislative approval or going through the proper rule-making process and that do not include input from the local community are antithetical to the concepts of local control, federalism, and the rule of law and violate state statute, the New Mexico Administrative Code, and the Constitution of the State of New Mexico. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Trustees of the Town of Estancia within the County of Torrance, support Torrance County Resolution 2021-33, which supports the Torrance County municipal school district boards of education local control and authority to make policy decisions the Torrance County municipal school boards believe best reflect and are in the best interest of students, staff, parents, and the Torrance County community. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Torrance County municipal school district boards of education be permitted to adopt rules and policies pertaining to the administration of all powers and duties of the Torrance County municipal school boards, of which the Estancia School District Board is one, which include the responsibility to identify community and school district needs and opinions, and to develop short term and long term strategies for the educational success, health, safety, and welfare of students and staff. 

THIS RESOLUTION PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED THIS 16th DAY OF AUGUST 2021.
______________________				Attest: ________________________
Nathan M. Dial						Michelle M. Jones
Mayor                                                                                     Clerk/Treasurer


In summary, the Torrance County Commission is supporting the School Boards authority to make decisions for their schools, teachers, students and parents; decisions which could be counter to the Governor’s mandates. Mayor Dial presented a resolution expressing support from the Town as well. Trustee Hall objected to the resolution, saying, among other things, that this is now our business, and this is not the forum. Trustee Hall said that the school board cannot not follow the law and that he will not support this.  Additionally, Trustee Hall said that he will not vote for this, and he resented having this on the agenda. Mayor Dial said that he fully supports this.  Trustee Lovato said, in summary and among other things, that the Estancia School Boards stance is for local control. The Board had residents that went to them in support. He said that the school board encourages vaccines, and they encourage masks, but it is up to the parents. Trustee Lovato said that the Board voted on this on behalf of the public. Trustee Lovato said he is in support of the County and that residents have approached him about this issue too.  Trustee Hall said that if you don’t like the law, change the law. He thinks supporting this could put Estancia in deep water. Trustee Sedillo said that Trustee Hall’s opposition is noted. Trustee Sedillo said that he has a problem with the idea that a duly elected agency could be disbanded. After much discussion, the Board voted. 
ACTION TAKEN: Trustee Lovato made a motion to approve Resolution 2021-25 A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT THE TORRANCE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS’ RESOLUTION R2021-33 SUPPORTING THE MUNICIPAL SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARDS OF EDUCATION LOCAL CONTROL AND AUTHORITY TO MAKE DECISIONS IN THE BEST INTEREST OF STUDENTS, STAFF, AND PARENTS. Trustee Sedillo seconded the motion. Roll Call Vote: Trustee Lovato- Yes, Trustee Sedillo – Yes, Trustee Hall – No, Trustee Chavez recused. MOTION CARRIED 
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8.0 [bookmark: _Hlk79503084][bookmark: _Hlk80886924]Approval of Resolution 2021-22 Authorizing the Assignment of Authorized Officers and Agents for Capital Appropriation Project SC—Estancia Water Meter & Meter Reading System SAP 21-F2395-STB ($50,000.00)- Action Item Roll Call Vote
Clerk Michelle Jones explained that this resolution will authorize Mayor Dial and herself to sign documents necessary to fulfill the grant agreement and requirements of this Capital Outlay project.  ACTION TAKEN: Trustee Hall made a motion to approve Resolution 2021-22 Authorizing the Assignment of Authorized Officers and Agents for Capital Appropriation Project SC—Estancia Water Meter & Meter Reading System SAP 21-F2395-STB ($50,000.00). Trustee Lovato seconded the motion. ROLL CALL VOTE: Trustee Lovato – Yes, Trustee Sedillo – Yes, Trustee Chavez – Yes, Trustee Hall – Yes. MOTION CARRIED 


9.0 Approval of Resolution 2021-23 Authorizing the Assignment of Authorized Officers and Agents for Capital Appropriation Project SC—Estancia Water System Improvement SAP 21-F2396-STB ( $50,000.00)- Action Item Roll Call Vote
Clerk Michelle Jones explained that this resolution will authorize Mayor Dial and herself to sign documents necessary to fulfill the grant agreement and requirements of this Capital Outlay project.  ACTION TAKEN: Trustee Hall made a motion to approve Resolution 2021-23 Authorizing the Assignment of Authorized Officers and Agents for Capital Appropriation Project SC—Estancia Water System Improvement SAP 21-F2396-STB ( $50,000.00). Trustee Chavez seconded the motion. ROLL CALL VOTE: Trustee Lovato – Yes, Trustee Sedillo – Yes, Trustee Chavez – Yes, Trustee Hall – Yes. MOTION CARRIED 


10.0 Approval of Resolution 2021-24 Authorizing the Assignment of Authorized Officers and Agents for Capital Appropriation Project SC—Estancia Waste Water System Improvement SAP 21-F2397-STB ($35,000.00)- Action Item Roll Call Vote
[bookmark: _Hlk80887345]Clerk Michelle Jones explained that this resolution will authorize Mayor Dial and herself to sign documents necessary to fulfill the grant agreement and requirements of this Capital Outlay project.  ACTION TAKEN: Trustee Hall made a motion to approve Resolution 2021-24 Authorizing the Assignment of Authorized Officers and Agents for Capital Appropriation Project SC—Estancia Waste Water System Improvement SAP 21-F2397-STB ($35,000.00). Trustee Lovato seconded the motion. ROLL CALL VOTE: Trustee Lovato – Yes, Trustee Sedillo – Yes, Trustee Chavez – Yes, Trustee Hall – Yes. MOTION CARRIED 


11.0 Executive Session Executive Session- As per motion and Roll Call Vote- Pursuant to NMSA 1978-10-15-1 Section (H)(7) concerning pending and threatened litigation – Action Item 
ACTION TAKEN: Trustee Sedillo made a motion to go in to Executive Session, per motion and Roll Call Vote- Pursuant to NMSA 1978-10-15-1 Section (H)(7) to discuss pending and threatened litigation. Trustee Hall seconded the motion. ROLL CALL VOTE: Trustee Lovato – Yes, Trustee Sedillo – Yes, Trustee Chavez – Yes, Trustee Hall – Yes. MOTION CARRIED

EXECUTIVE SESSION BEGAN AT 7:27pm.

RETURN TO REGULAR SESSION- Trustee Sedillo made a motion to return to regular session, stating that the only item discussed during Executive Session was the item on the agenda and no action was taken. Trustee Hall seconded the motion. All in favor. MOTION CARRIED 
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REGULAR SESSION RESUMED AT 7:40 pm. 

12.0	Mayor/Council:
	Trustee Hall said that he was surprised that the Torrance County Fair did not continue 	through Saturday, but it still went very well, and he hopes for a full fair next year.  He is also 	very thankful for all the wonderful rain.  

	Trustee Chavez asked if we could print resident’s names on the bottom half of their utility 	bills. We will look into this. Then Trustee Chavez said….. I’M A GRANDMA!!!!! Lucia Jeanette 	-6 pounds, 6 ounces, 19 ½ inches long!!!  CONGRATULATIONS GRANDMA!! We’re all so 	happy for you! 

	Trustee Sedillo said that he is glad we are getting applications for the PD and he asked 	what we had budgeted for fish for the pond. We budgeted approximately $8,000.00.
 
	Trustee Lovato thanked Ms. Jones for reminding him to order the movies in the park 	equipment. He is also glad for PD applications. He said he would like to see our PD get help. 
 
	Mayor Dial said that he will be attending MOLI training next month. 

Adjournment

Trustee Sedillo made a motion to adjourn the meeting.   Trustee Chavez seconded the motion.  All in favor.  MOTION CARRIED. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:54 pm. 


Approved: _____________________________                         Date: ______________________


Attest: ________________________________                          Date: ______________________
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